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Overview

As the ACSPA-SurgeonsPAC Board of Directors continues to determine an effective, nonpartisan

strategy for contributing to congressional candidates, the following criteria are considered.

These guidelines are by no means all-inclusive of the factors considered. Additionally, a

comprehensive questionnaire is provided to candidates seeking SurgeonsPAC support.

Campaign viability. Candidates running for office should have established, organized
campaign operations with demonstrated potential for success.

Committee and caucus assignments. Individuals who serve on key committees or caucuses, particularly
those with jurisdiction over health care policy issues, are well positioned to help advance surgical
advocacy priorities to protect surgical patients and the surgeons responsible for their care.

Communication with constituents. Most importantly, actively engage and consider FACS perspectives.

Demonstrated professionalism. Individuals trusted by colleagues and peers, including, but not limited
to, those officials demonstrating integrity regarding personal, political, and policy matters.

FACS support. Candidates endorsed by ACS members who meet other criteria often receive
priority consideration.

Knowledge and engagement on issues. For those without a public voting record or campaign platform,
SurgeonsPAC evaluates candidates’ knowledge of health care issues, including an interest in engaging
the ACS to learn more.

Leadership position. Lawmakers who serve in leadership positions within their political parties have
a greater ability to help advance, or prevent, legislation from moving through the process and effect
the party’s position on various issues.

Medical/health/industry professional. Candidates with medical training or expertise, especially
surgeons who are Fellows of the ACS or other medical specialties who are recognized leaders in
health policy, often receive priority consideration.

Record on issues. For those with a public voting record or campaign platform,
SurgeonsPAC considers candidates’ history supporting issues that impact
surgical patients, surgeons, and surgical practice.
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