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here is no more debate in Suffolk County on whether action must
be taken to reduce nitrogen in local waters. Nor is there confusion about the kinds of things that must be done. The only unknown in this war is how to pay for it. That’s the multimillion-dollar
question.
County officials have reeled in big federal and state grants, much of
them Sandy-related, to expand Suffolk’s sewer system. But they still are
working on a plan that legislators and voters can support to raise funds
that would help homeowners who cannot be connected to sewers upgrade ancient and failing cesspools and septic systems, the source of 70
percent of the county’s nitrogen pollution.
Against this backdrop of uncertainty, a financing option is emerging
on the East End. East Hampton,
Southampton,
Riverhead,
Southold and Shelter Island are
taking steps to tap into an existing revenue stream and use it for
water quality projects. The
towns are at various stages of
placing referendums on the November ballot to extend their
Community Preservation Fund’s
2 percent real estate transfer tax
for 20 years, until 2050, and to be
allowed to use up to 20 percent
of the money to help reduce nitrogen. It’s a terrific idea, and
one that voters should approve.
CPF money won’t be enough
to solve the problem on the East
A survey of watersheds, including
End, where sewers are scarce,
Northport Harbor above, has found but it will help. The five towns
that septic systems and cesspools
combined received about $101
contribute to nitrogen pollution.
million last year from the tax,
which means some $20 million
would be available every year for improving water quality. The greatest impact would be seen in Southampton and East Hampton, where
white-hot real estate markets produced CPF taxes of $60 million and
$29 million, respectively, followed by Southold ($6.3 million), Riverhead ($3.7 million) and Shelter Island ($2 million).
The towns plan to use some of the funding for their own projects —
things like habitat restoration, vegetative buffers to reduce runoff, and
water testing — and some for incentive programs for homeowners to
replace existing septic systems with new wastewater technology. All
are needed steps. Some details still must be worked out, such as
whether to prioritize areas for quick action, whether to mandate homeowner changes under certain circumstances, and whether to subject
homeowner incentives to a means test, a good idea.
The CPF, which voters agreed to establish in 1998 for land preservation, has been wildly successful. It’s generated more than $1 billion and
has protected more than 10,000 acres. But on the South Fork, in particular, land available for protection is dwindling. So allowing some of that
revenue to be spent on reducing nitrogen makes sense. State legislation written by Assemb. Fred Thiele and Sen. Ken LaValle and passed
in the last session gave the towns the authority to do that, provided voters approve.
They should. Using existing money to wage an expensive war is too
good an opportunity to pass up.
— The editorial board
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LETTERS
Need a wider choice
of leaders

I respectfully disagree
with the premise that we, the
voting public, are responsible for the paucity of decency and honesty of the
presidential
candidates
[“Who
to
blame
for
wretched election?” Opinion, Aug. 17].
We have a Hobson’s choice,
being in the thrall of two decidedly corrupt entities in the
two major parties. Should
you doubt, simply reference
the spate of unrelenting scandals, equally distributed between those two entities,
months upon months on end.
Should one of honesty and
integrity wish to challenge
the ingrained system, they
must confront, at the onset,
the excess of money that
overflows the coffers of the
existing parties. Simply getting a sufficiency of signatures on a petition is a major

effort. Given that accomplished, and a ballot line obtained, advertising costs will
soon impoverish the novice
office seeker.
Moreover, one had best be
well armed as an Armadillo
to defend against the
heinous attacks and lies that
will be forthcoming during a
campaign.
I submit that someone
must take the lead in holding
public discussions regarding
the current state of politics.
Richard M. Frauenglass
Huntington

Reform districting
process nationally

Sol Wachtler’s essay on
the Electoral College was
spot on the nose [“A moment
for the Electoral College?”
Opinion, Aug. 15].
Witnessing this election
cycle with the endless “working the ref” tactics of blam-

ing the media for bad news
and slipping polls, a bulwark
against demagoguery is
clearly necessary.
The only real problem
with the college is the cynical and destructive gerrymandering of congressional
districts. We need a non-partisan, professional body to
draw these all-important districts, nationwide, so they
make some kind of sense.
Ann Kemler
Long Beach

Minorities should
feel safe, too

The coldblooded killing of
a revered imam and his assistant in broad daylight in
Queens has shocked the very
conscience of New York,
which is a bastion of immigrants and a shining example
of America’s rich diversity
[“Search for killer,” News,
Aug. 15].

