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LONG ISLAND

A blueprint for Suffolk water quality

BY JOAN GRALLA

joan.gralla@newsday.com

Cutting nitrogen pollution in
Suffolk’s eastern South Shore
Estuary Reserve will require a
mix of solutions as the source
of the contamination varies
among the watersheds, accord-
ing to a new report.

Wastewater has long been
pegged as the prime culprit in
curbing nitrogen pollution,
which since 1985 has spawned
algae blooms and killed fish
and shellfish in Long Island wa-
ters.

Released yesterday, the new
study for the first time quanti-
fied how much nitrogen waste-
water contributes — 65 percent

of the total — followed by fertil-
izer at 20 percent and air pollu-
tion that mixes with water parti-
cles at 15 percent.

The analysis by the Stony
Brook University School of Ma-
rine and Atmospheric Sciences
offers policymakers a blueprint
for seven watersheds from the
Moriches to Shinnecock inlets.
The study ranked the seven by
priority: Moriches West, Quan-
tuck Bay near Westhampton,
Shinnecock Bay West, the
Heady and Taylor creeks by
Southampton, Moriches East,
Moriches Middle and Shin-
necock Bay East.

The costliest approach, build-
ing new sewers, was recom-
mended as the top strategy for

only two areas — Moriches
West and Shinnecock Bay
West.

Upgraded cesspools and sep-
tic tanks, recommended for all
areas, were the first priority in
Quantuck Bay, Moriches Mid-
dle and Shinnecock Bay East.

Controlling  development
was recommended as a second
priority for Shinnecock Bay

West and Quantuck Bay.
Only in two areas — Heady
and Taylor creeks and

Moriches East — was “control-
ling buildout” the top recom-
mendation, according to the
study, undertaken for the New
York State Department of State,
which plays a role in regulating
the coast.

However, some environmen-
talists say tighter building lim-
its are needed.

Much of Suffolk’s water pollu-
tion resulted from antiquated
rules that allowed too many res-
idences and commercial build-
ings to go up without sufficient
wastewater treatment.

While 1.5 million people live
in Suffolk, around 70 percent of
homes lack sewers.

“We’re not going to build our
way out of a water crisis, we
built our way into a water cri-
sis,” said Adrienne Esposito, ex-
ecutive director of Citizens
Campaign for the Environment,
an advocacy group based in
Farmingdale.

The quickest and least expen-

sive solution cited by other en-
vironmentalists — using less
fertilizer — was recommended
for only two areas: Heady and
Taylor creeks and Moriches
Middle.

County Executive Steve Bel-
lone views cleansing Suffolk’s
waters as a signature issue and
his spokeswoman says the new
report confirms his policy.

“It is yet another science-
based study that finds the
largest single threat to water
quality are cesspools and septic
systems,” she said by email.

At stake is Suffolk’s quality of
life as well as the multibillion
industries of tourism, recre-
ational boating and fishing, offi-
cials said.
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