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What Do Editorial Boards Across The Country Say About Marketplace Fairness?

“It's time for the House to move on this. Online businesses will adjust to the new

* _“,.E.__ o *
¢hlcago s Ernhunc landscape in no time. Every merchant should be treated equally when it comes to

collecting sales tax, no matter where and how they operate.” (Editorial, “Buy online? Pay the tax,” 6/10/13)

“Every Main Street business, big and small, has to collect sales tax when it's due. Every online merchant should too...
That concept is more equitable than the current retail imbalance, in which the customers of brick-and-mortar retailers
essentially pay a penalty for following the spirit and letter of the law. The Marketplace Fairness Act is a step in the right
direction. It is smart, overdue legislation that deserves bipartisan support in the U.S. House.” (Editorial, “Sales Tax
Fairness,” 5/10/13)

@heg%alt £ﬂl{t @rl'ihlmc “Now is the time for Congress to approve The Marketplace Fairness Act... When
Internet commerce was new, sheltering it from the burden of sales taxes may have

made some sense. Now, as online giants such as Amazon and Overstock bestride the land, the exemption has become

an unfair advantage for online merchants over those with real stores in real towns.” (Editorial, “Sales tax fairness,” 4/26/13)

: 3
Joi[j\lcfﬁ A I’ f STAR “The playing field should have been leveled long ago between local retailers who

= Joumnalstarcom support their hometowns by paying taxes and online retailers who can take advantage
of a tax loophole... It’s time for Nebraska’s congressional delegates to insist on fairness in business. If they vote against
the measure, they’ll be just like “showrooming” customers, turning their backs and walking out on local Main Street
businesses from one end of the state to the other.” (Editorial, “Close online tax loophole,” 4/25/13)

JI11 y)  “Online retailing has made a mess of sales taxes in America. States get short-changed on
SUNTIMES revenue that is legally due, and brick-and-mortar stores suffer when they have to collect taxes

on goods their online competitors are peddling tax-free... The eminently fair Marketplace
Fairness Act would require online businesses to collect taxes that are legally due and fork them over... having everyone
comply with the same law is the fairest way to do it.” (Editorial, “Level sales tax playing field,” 4/24/13)

Bloqmberg “Since the birth of the Internet, online retailers and consumers have guarded the tax-free
Businessweek ik Not having to collect state sales taxes has allowed digital stores to flourish... The
subsidy... has helped nurture e-commerce through its startup, although that success came at the expense of brick-and-
mortar rivals. Now that e-commerce has grown up, it isn’t necessary to keep coddling the industry.” (Bloomberg View, “It’s
Time to Start Taxing E-Commerce,” 4/25/13)

Jsonline “The legislation is attracting some conservative support because it amounts to a broadening of

the tax base. This is not a new tax; it's enforcing an existing tax. The additional revenue could help
to hold down state and local taxes down the road, a key concern for Republicans... We think it's
only fair that retailers, especially small, locally based ones, should be able to compete on a level playing field.” (Editorial,
“Lawmakers should strive for uniform tax treatment,” 4/15/13)

BE”-EW”-E NEWS_DEMI][RA’I‘ “This bill simply closes a loophole... the status quo is jeopardizing jobs. Brick-and-

mortar stores are increasingly finding themselves treated as showcases rather than
stores -- people come in, test out items then buy from a tax-free Internet site. It's time for Congress to level the playing
field for all retailers.” (Editorial, “Tax fairness and the Internet,” 4/25/13)

MILWAUKEE"WISCONSIN

JOURNAL SENTINEL

S - " “Very few issues are bipartisan these days. But despite our differences, even the most
LEADER-TELEGRAM Y P ese day prte our aIt .
hard-core Democrats and Republicans know when something is blatantly unfair. And
the free pass online retailers get on collecting sales tax is such an example that needs to stop... The first victims are
businesses large and small that dot our communities. They are the folks who hire local workers, pay local taxes, sponsor
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local youth sports and other worthy causes. In some cases they are family-owned businesses that have been in their
communities for generations.” (Editorial, “Close online sales tax loophole,” 4/24/13)

HDUSTDN*EHRDN":LE “Paying taxes is generally no fun, but it should at least be fair, which is why

Congress should pass the Marketplace Fairness Act... While states could once
ignore Internet sales, this booming segment of national commerce is not paying its proper share - online is joining
offshore for tax evasion. All the while these companies rely on taxpayer-funded airports, roads and ports to ship their
goods. The Internet is growing up, and that means dealing with the same responsibilities as established businesses.”
(Editorial, “Close the online sales loophole,” 4/29/13)

“[Tlaxing brick-and-mortar stores, while exempting many of their e-commerce competitors, has a
m number of negative effects. Among other things, it: Punishes stores that hire locally, are involved in
m the community and generate foot traffic that helps other nearby businesses. Subsidizes big Internet
- retailers, while hurting conventional stores that include many mom-and-pop shops. Forces cash-
strapped states to raise other taxes, or go into debt, to compensate for the $23 billion in annual uncollected e-
commerce sales taxes... A law treating all sales equally for tax purposes is long overdue.” (Editorial, “Internet Sales Tax Long
Overdue,” 4/23/13)

Eht ®mvil[£N€w5 “Some stridently anti-tax Republicans have manufactured reasons to oppose a bill that

greenvilleonline.com is fundamentally about fairness and not remotely about raising taxes on anyone... Many
the arguments used against the Marketplace Fairness Act are phony... This bill is about fairness — to consumers,
taxpayers, other businesses and state governments. The Senate should give final approval to it next week and the House
should follow soon.” (Editorial, “Online sales tax will bring fairness,” 5/2/13)

ﬁus AHQBIBS @imes t’}’}The Marketplace Fairn.ess Act would eIiminat(? an outdlated relstriction that favors .
ose who can shop online over those who can't or won't. That's reason enough for it

to become law... The more sales that evade the tax, the more pressure lawmakers feel to raise the rate. That just makes
things worse for consumers who buy locally and the retailers who serve them... Some online retailers evidently want the
public to believe that the Internet is a giant duty-free mall because it gives them a competitive edge over local stores.
That's just not true, but the lack of compliance results in a tilted playing field that hurts local retailers and the people
who rely on them. As long as a state taxes sales, all of its residents should be subjected to them equally, regardless of
where they shop.” (Editorial, “Web isn’t a duty-free zone,” 4/26/13)

o 2 t  “Government shouldn’t decide by unfairly favoring one outcome over the other.
The Washington Post y unfairly favoring

Treat all retailers the same way and let consumers decide. At the moment, the
government is pushing consumers toward Internet retailers by failing to collect sales tax on many online transactions...
[T]he hypothetical fear-mongering can’t justify continuing to discriminate against physical stores selling the same
goods... The Senate should pass its bill, and the House should promptly follow.” (Editorial, “The Senate moves to close the
Internet sales tax loophole,” 4/23/13)

E’he‘ul’.rginian.:pﬂot “The bill has garnered bipartisan supporters because lawmakers of both parties recognize
PilotOnline.com it isn't levying a new tax. It simply requires online retailers to collect state sales tax during

a transaction, as traditional merchants do... For too long, the federal government's inaction has encouraged consumers
to buy online rather than in their neighborhoods. That kind of interference is damaging to local businesses and state
economies. It should end.” (Editorial, “Making sales tax apply to everyone,” 5/1/13)

Eampa Bag Eimcs ;Thfe natifJn neeqs a tax code for state a'nd local governments that better reflects how

usiness is done in the 21st century. This should not be a hard call for any lawmaker who
cares about keeping jobs and dollars in local communities. In Florida and elsewhere, the status quo has benefited
carpetbaggers and out-of-state operations over traditional merchants, undermining job creation and unfairly penalizing
any resident who does not regularly shop online... EBay, however, has not given up on trying to protect this special-
interest loophole... its CEO argued any congressional action should exempt businesses with less than 50 employees or
$10 million in annual sales. That is discriminatory.” (Editorial, “US Senate should pass bill to collect sales tax on Internet sales,”
4/23/13)
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o~ A . (202 “The proposed law would close that loophole, not impose new taxes. It's a matter of
I . 1+ ' ’
(’l]r Al’\“ u“rl‘ Cunes efficiency and fairness, of necessity and competitiveness. If those really are

bipartisan values, the Senate will act without further delay to pass the Marketplace Fairness Act, and the House will
follow suit.” (Editorial, “Fairness on Sales Taxes,” 5/1/13)

“As we have said before in support of the Marketplace Fairness Act, the fundamental issues here are ones of rationality
and fairness. Does the tax system raise revenue in a way that treats all businesses uniformly, no matter how they make
their sales? Does it treat consumers equally, no matter how they shop? Opponents are essentially arguing that states
should be blocked by Congress from collecting taxes in a fair and rational matter. That is no way to run the economy or
state governments.” (Editorial, “Sales Taxes and the Internet,” 5/17/13)

jaﬁiﬁal com “As we have said before, we support passage of the Marketplace Fairness Act... we aren't
‘ advocating for a new tax; rather, it's an effort to take down a barrier behind which some

sellers avoid collection of existing taxes others must collect. This isn't an anti-business position; it's a fairness position...
We encourage lowa's House delegation to get behind the MFA and work for its passage in their chamber.” (Editorial,
“House also should pass Marketplace Fairness Act,” 5/9/13)

“This is a matter of fairness, and it’s long overdue... It’s not about increasing

@h? 395 moules BPglﬁtef taxes. It’s about collecting an existing tax that is flagrantly ignored.” (Editorial,

“Add a few pennies to those online buys,” 4/27/13)

h “[The bill is] aptly named the Marketplace Fairness Act, and it’s long overdue... Even if
mlt e%tﬂl"lk QBI' you order an item from Amazon or Overstock.com, they ship over roads, bridges, through
ports and airports. Nothing is “free” about the transportation networks they rely on to move their products. Collecting
the sales tax is the right thing to do.” (Editorial, “Time for online sellers to collect sales tax,” 4/27/13)

- “It's time to level the playing field. Complaining the additional tax collection will impose an
mallg lnl'eﬁﬁ undue burden is a bit like a tenant's complaining when the free cable TV that was supposed
to have been disconnected after the previous renter finally gets turned off... Hampton Roads
House members Rep. Scott Rigell, R-2nd District, Rep. Bobby Scott, D-3rd District and Rep. Randy Forbes, R-4th District
have each indicated they support the bill; we urge the apparently undecided Rep. Rob Wittman, R-1st District, to do the
same.” (Editorial, “Online sales tax is a one-click revenue source,” 5/13/13)

itl) dailypress.com

LAWRENCE “Local retailers — the lifeblood of local communities — may be on their way to getting a
JOURNAL'WORLD deserved break from the federal government... This is a change whose time has come.
©  Congress needs to get this monkey off the backs of struggling local retailers and do
away with an unnecessary advantage that fosters e-commerce to the detriment of businesses that invest in local
communities across the nation.” (Editorial, “Tax fairness,” 4/29/13)

”'@':I]t 1{? ll[lﬁﬁll “Taxes should be low. And fair... The folks who own a local shop are a part of the
e ’I] s community. As things stand now, they are being penalized by a tax policy that rewards

some fly-by-night outfit that exists, for all intents and purposes, nowhere but in cyberspace. That’s illogical, unfair,
unwise — and it’s high time for it to end.” (Editorial, “A foolish tax policy may be ending soon,” 4/30/13)

@mﬁha “Competition in the marketplace is a good thing. But tax policy should treat all businesses
alike, not be used to pick winners and losers... Main Street merchants—those who invest in
@nrld'merald their states and their communities—are accustomed to competition. They strive to offer
better service, better selections, better prices. But it needs to be a fair fight. Taxing all sales the same would help even
the odds.” (Editorial, “Internet sales tax is only fair,” 4/30/13)
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h Representative Bob Goodlatte “says he supports Internet sales taxes in principle, and
@ ¢ Nemﬁ ﬂcﬂhtr that under his direction, the House consideration of such legislation will be “more

thoughtful” than the Senate’s was. We're all for thought. We simply want it followed by action, not foot-dragging into
oblivion. Internet sales taxes are fair, necessary and long overdue. Many Republicans, including Gov. Bob McDonnell,
agree.” (Editorial, “25 billion pennies for Goodlatte's thoughts,” 5/9/13)

“It’s baffling that our country hasn’t acted on this matter before now... is it fair to give
natchezdemocrat.com o = 8 ailers s 4. to 7. _
Wil Bt omenmity Do Nsponer y retailers a 4- to 7-percent price advantage over the mom and pop store

down the street? We don’t think so... Hopefully, some 20 years after the “World Wide
Web” came online, we can right this wrong and do what’s fair for all businesses, whether on Main Street, U.S.A., oron a
web server in cyberspace.” (Editorial, “Online sales shouldn’t be tax-exempted,” 4/30/13)

WyomingNévv“g"é"a*m “For years, this newspaper has been opposed to taxes on Internet sales... But no
wenesneniies - more. After watching business trends in recent years, it has become clear that the

failure to tax sales on the Internet is harming local retailers... Those who object to this tax might want to consider what it
would be like to be a local retailer in the present competitive environment with tight sales margins... If one truly is
worried about having a vital local retail economy which, by the way, still must learn to be more competitive in the areas
of quality, variety and service, then it is clear this situation must come to an end.” (Editorial, “Taxing sales on Internet makes
sense,” 5/14/13)

0 ¢ Albert Lea “Finally, Congress is getting serious about giving states the power to close [the online sales
rl une tax] loophole, and it’s about time... There is a lot of pressure from some giant, national

retailers designed to keep Congress from giving states this authority, the main argument
being that it’s difficult to administer sales tax online. We're confident, however, that the geniuses who run major retail
websites can figure out this minor technical detail. The Internet has tilted the retail playing field a long way during the
past 20 years. It's time to level it a bit.” (Editorial, “A tax of online sales would be fair,” Albert Lea Tribune, 4/29/13)

@h@ @l@mian “If Congress is serious about supporting small businesses and creating jobs on Main

Street, they should pass the Marketplace Fairness Act without hesitation... If logic were
to prevail, this is one measure on which all federal lawmakers should have no trouble finding agreement.” (Editorial, “It’s
only fair to collect taxes on online sales,” 5/1/13)

Ehf i;lﬂrﬂlh'ﬁiﬁpﬂtfh “Online merchants also have benefited greatly from a competitive advantage they
should never have had in the first place... [The Marketplace Fairness Act] would give
states the authority to require all online retailers -- no matter where they are located -- to collect sales tax at the time of
the transaction. That is the level playing field our local businesses, which pay local taxes and provide local jobs as well as
valuable services, deserve.” (Editorial, “States need power to tax online sales,” 3/2/13)

I{EPUHTEH'HEHM “If a local brick—ar?d—mortar retailer cann.ot ma.tch the price, so be |t That's c.ompetition. If

the fact that one is taxed and the other is not is what makes the difference in the
purchase, then that's a built-in advantage to the out-of-state company... Across party lines, state governors support the
measure. States that don't want to collect sales taxes don't have to. It's time to end the dual system of sales tax
collection and level the playing field for states and communities. (Editorial, “Sales taxes should apply across the board,”
4/25/13)

i ere W “The Senate, after a years-long debate, is poised to pass [the Marketplace Fairness Act]
i'.,l]l? ﬁl lll‘_g i\t“’ﬁ with as many as 25 GOP senators on board. They understand that the legislation will

simply enforce a tax that's already on the books but seldom paid. The House should
follow suit and end local brick-and-mortar businesses' crippling 5 percent to 10 percent price disadvantage compared to
Internet retailers... Main Street and Internet shops should play by the same tax rules.” (Editorial, “Level the sales tax playing
field for online and local retailers,” 4/26/13)

The Newspaper of Silicon Valley
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Newsday “Congress should eliminate that competitive disadvantage by passing the Marketplace
= Fairness Act... Ending the disadvantage for local retailers would also be good for

communities. Local shops employ local residents and pay local property taxes. If they prosper, the places they call home
do, too.” (Editorial, “Internet businesses should collect state sales taxes,” 5/2/13)

Q lenconnect Com “People typically don’t like paying taxes, but one thing they generally agree on is
P D e AL S oS 552 that taxes should be fair... It’s only fair it should be collected by online retailers the
same way local businesses need to charge and collect it. This type of interstate regulation is a legitimate role for
Congress, so congressmen should work together to update retail tax fairness.” (Editorial, “Congress had these retailers, too,
collect state sales tax,” 5/5/13)

GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE “Without that level playing field, area businesses find themselves answering a
consumer’s questions and concerns only to have that consumer order the same item online and not have to pay a sales
tax. It reduces local businesses to showrooms. They do all the work; the online retailer collects the money... Congress
needs to pass this bill. Local businesses are willing to compete as long as it’s a fair fight.” (Editorial, “Congress must level
playing field on Internet sales taxes,” 5/5/13)

“We think it is high time that our elected officials stop their debate over what is and
MAGICVAI_I_EY_CUM isn’t a tax and put in place a measure that enforces a law already on the books... They
powered by TimesNews— may have another chance next year if the Marketplace Fairness Act passes. And we

believe they should be prepared to level the playing field for all the businesses located on Main Street right here in
Idaho.” (Editorial, “It’s Time to Level the Playing Field,” 5/5/13)

mm “The [House] majority Republicans are said to be champions of small businesses and
‘ ‘ . a large portion of that constituency operates brick-and-mortar businesses, such as
the Ohio bar in the family of House Speaker John Boehner. Local businesses need our support and we need their
success... The prospect of a level playing field beckons.” (Editorial, “Internet retailers should collect and pay sales tax,” 5/8/13)

[DAHO STATE ]OURNAL The Marketplace Fairness Act making its way through (;ongress is well-named.
IT'S ALL ABOUT YOU It would allow state governments to force Internet retailers to collect sales
taxes from their customers and remit the proceeds to state and local governments — like, you know — brick-and-mortar
retailers are required to do.” (Editorial, “There’s a reason this is called the Marketplace Fairness Act,” 5/6/13)

T] S Ej"'ﬁ P “More importantly, the bill removes a price advantage large online retailers have
enjoyed, to the detriment of smaller businesses... Indiana, other states, plus the overall

retail industry will benefit. This is not a new tax, as some groups charge. It’s simply
collecting what is rightfully owed. Congress should pass this bill and level the playing field for everyone.” (Editorial,
“Online sales tax bill should be enacted,” 5/7/13)

East Central Indiana

WISODNSIN

STATE Q JO’U’RNAL “Too many big online retailers without physical stores in most states now avoid

collecting sales taxes even though brick-and-mortar shops have to. That gives these
online giants an unfair advantage on cost over the local business people who live and invest in our communities... U.S.
Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Janesville, recently expressed support for applying the sales tax fairly... Giant online sellers don’t
deserve this sales tax loophole. The Senate just stuck up for local communities and businesses. The House should, too.”
(Editorial, “Sales tax fairness overdue,” 5/7/13)

{%‘alj}'}n‘na]} mﬂfn'lﬁﬁ Ngmﬁ “The current tax disparity tips the scale too far in favor of businesses that conduct

www.savannahnow.com transactions mostly in the world of e-commerce. That must end... All businesses
— online or on Main Street — deserve a level playing field. Then let customers pick the winners.” (Editorial, “Online sales
tax: Level playing field,” 5/7/13)
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r I Quad-City “[The online sales tax loophole allows] billions of dollars in tax-free sales by huge, multi-
lmes national corporations. The corporations pay millions to establish a marketing, advertising and
web presence in every state. But without a storefront, they’ve avoided the sales taxes
everyone else pays. Since virtually everything is sold online, this loophole effectively is gouging local businesses forced to
pay the sales taxes their online competitors avoid... Eliminate the international online sales tax subsidy by passing a bill
to tax online sales no different than storefront sales.” (Editorial, “Close the online sales tax loophole,” 5/13/13)

PRESS&DAKOTAN “Collecting a sales tax is one of the prices that a business pays to do business

and to succeed. By allowing Internet sales to be immune from such
responsibility, we are allowing Web businesses to operate in a different, more attractive tax climate that hurts other
retailers... Asking these consumers to pay the same sales tax on these transactions that they would pay on goods bought
anywhere else wouldn’t be a deal-breaker for them. It shouldn’t be a deal-breaker for businesses. Instead, it only makes
sense.” (Editorial, “It’s Time For An Online Sales Tax,” 5/13/13)

The Free Press “As Internet sales have soared in recent years, many online retailers and consumers have
— enjoyed a whopping subsidy — worth about $23 billion per year. The handout comes via the lack
W of sales tax applied to purchases from online retailers who don’t have a physical presence in the
state they’re shipping to. The president and a majority of senators are finally taking a serious look at legislation that

would allow — but not force — states to collect sales tax on out-of-state Internet sales to their residents. It’s legislation
worthy of approval.” (Editorial, “Online retail should be paying taxes,” 5/7/13)

“As a matter of economic and fiscal fairness, we feel the Senate's bill corrects longstanding
issues. Perhaps more consumers would actually buy items from their corner merchant or
big-box store, instead of just using them for price-comparison purposes... There's no doubt
passing legislation of this scope is no easy task, but we urge the House to follow suit and arrive at a bill that not only
adds equity to the marketplace but equity on states' balance sheets.” (Editorial, “Online tax a net gain for retailers, states,”
5/8/13)

@i’lﬁ[ﬁ“ﬁtﬁm “The Marketplace Fairness Act, approved by the U.S. Senate with bipartisan support last
1 week, simply provides enforcement for that rule and closes a loophole that most consumers
dispatch.com  h3y6e exploited to avoid paying taxes when shopping online, thereby giving out-of-state
online sellers an advantage over local retailers. The House should follow suit and approve the bill... Voting for what

some will claim as an effective tax increase on consumers isn’t often easy for politicians. In this case, though, it’s clearly
the right thing to do, and in the best interest of Ohio and its residents.” (Editorial, “Leveling the playing field,” 5/16/13)

LA
lowellsun-¢;- -/,

Py S ﬂ, [‘1‘ - “Brick-and-mortar retailers won a well-deserved and long-overdue victory last
Eﬁﬂ iP dﬁh?'-ll Iﬂjlmllllm' week when the Senate passed a bill requiring their online counterparts to collect
state sales taxes... Some have argued that the Senate legislation would amount to a new tax or a tax hike. It wouldn't.

Rather, it would simply do more to enforce an existing tax. Currently, federal and state legislators are essentially helping
online customers dodge sales taxes.” (Editorial, “Virtual discount is just a tax dodge,” 5/16/13)

m 'l “It's time to level the playing field. Complaining the additional tax collection will impose
al g lnreﬁg an undue burden is a bit like a tenant's complaining when the free cable TV that was

supposed to have been disconnected after the previous renter finally gets turned off...
Hampton Roads House members Rep. Scott Rigell, R-2nd District, Rep. Bobby Scott, D-3rd District and Rep. Randy
Forbes, R-4th District have each indicated they support the bill; we urge the apparently undecided Rep. Rob Wittman, R-
1st District, to do the same.” (Editorial, “Online sales tax is a one-click revenue source,” 5/13/13)

Knoxville
ENEWS SEN'[‘]NEL Tennessee’s House delegation — particularly the East Tennessee contingent of

KnoxNews.com ' | S_ Reps. Phil Roe, John J. Duncan Jr. and Chuck Fleischmann — should ignore, as
Alexander and Corker did, the misrepresentations and outright fabrications of opponents, and vote in favor of the
bill...The bill is, as its title suggests, about marketplace fairness. Its passage would place Tennessee businesses on an
equal footing with their out-of-state competitors... A vote for the bill is a vote for fairness.” (Editorial, “Internet sales tax
payments bill would benefit Tennessee,” 5/12/13)

_ﬁ dailypress.com
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Sunsentin(ﬂ “If ever a piece of legislation was simply — and properly — named, it is this one: The
bomeih ool : Marketplace Fairness Act... That's what the U.S. Senate passed this week by an
- overwhelming, bipartisan, 69-27 margin. It essentially gives states authority to require
large online retailers, with no physical presence in the state, to collect sales taxes... Brick-and-mortar businesses, which
have been at a competitive disadvantage with the Internet for years, are often run by families. Families that have to pay
bills. Families that deserve to be treated fairly when it comes to taxes.” (Editorial, “Internet sales tax, a vote for fairness,”
5/14/13)

Entel'pﬂse- “The U.S. Senate has taken a big step toward leveling the playing field between Internet and
brick-and-mortar retailers... For years, Internet-based businesses were largely exempt from the
%!!!E!:!!Q& === onus of collecting sales tax on the theory that this nascent industry needed time to develop and
interested in this community. not be burdened with too much government regulation and bookkeeping. That was a fallacious
argument from the start. No such consideration was given to the mom-and-pop brick-and-mortar stores that open every
day and have been required to collect sales taxes from Day One” (Editorial, “Tax fairness gets a victory,” 5/13/13)

f%\\ SJ"R COM “The real issue, however, is fair competition. Mom-and-pop stores, which are a blessing
iﬂﬁ,} e e e tO every city in America, are at a disadvantage no matter what when it comes to online
shopping... The U.S. House should follow the Senate’s lead and approve the Marketplace Fairness Act. Not only is it fair,
it affirms that small businesses are a valuable part of the country’s economy.” (Editorial, “Protect small businesses, tax

online purchases,” 5/17/13)

r
G
”‘T-fleTandD CcoO “House members should be sensible in making the distinction between a “new” tax and
e Times ana vemocrar  one that simply isn’t collected... Fairness is the key. If businesses on the ground are
charging sales taxes, those in the ether should too.” (Editorial, “Fairness is key for businesses and sales tax,” 5/20/2013)

HﬁﬁXﬁD'LEADER “In politics, words often mislead but this bill is truly about fairness... this bill is about

leveling the playing field for retailers who provide services, employ people and pay
payroll and real estate taxes in our communities. And, to the extent that it's about taxes, it would help avoid raising or
creating them by collecting those we already have on the books. Kentucky's congressmen should push for a vote on this
bill, and then vote for it.” (Editorial, “Collect taxes from online sales,” 5/19/2013)

m %ug‘tﬂn QB[DhB “Earlier this month, the US Senate passed legislation that would allow state and

local governments to collect taxes on Internet sales to their residents. The House
should follow suit, so the country can get on with recognizing that Internet sales, which once seemed so exotic, are just
like other retail sales and should receive no particular legal preference.” (Editorial, “Internet sales tax is fair and easy to
implement,” 5/28/2013)

“Local businesses... are vitally important parts of the local economy. They pay local taxes, hire
local residents for jobs and support local charities and causes. Online retailers? Who are you
kidding? Yet when a shopper buys an item online and avoids sales taxes, he is pounding yet
another stake through the heart of local businesses. And those local businesses are struggling
to compete, yet the federal government has tied one arm behind their backs. The fight’s hardly fair at all.” (Editorial,
“Marketplace Fairness Act Hanging in the Balance,” 5/26/2013)
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